
Job sectors can be split into three main categories, known as industries.INDUSTRIES

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT FAST-MOVING CONSUMER GOODS FOR-PROFIT SOCIAL ENTERPRISE

EMERGENCY SERVICES PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CHARITIES

LOCAL AUTHORITY HOSPITALITY

LEGAL AND JUSTICE MEDIA NOT FOR PROFIT

MILITARY RETAIL

GOVERMENT,  
MILITARY AND JUSTICE

CORPORATE AND 
PRIVATE SECTOR

CHARITY AND  
THIRD SECTOR

Government-led including  
health and infrastructure

Prof it-driven businesses Not for prof it businesses 

There are many sectors within each industry, and many organisations in each sector. In all of them, there are jobs with 
skill-sets that can lead to varied, cross-sector careers. You could also choose to focus in on a specif ic sector.SECTORS

TAKING CONTROL  
OF YOUR FUTURE

There are many roles and types of jobs you 

can do across all sectors, making it possible 

to move between sectors in similar jobs. 

These roles range from high-level strategy 

setting to the provision and promotion of 

goods or services.

FUNCTIONS

Although you can enter most sectors 

regardless of what you study at university 

or in other vocational training such as 

apprenticeships, the type of role you can do 

may be determined by your qualif ications.

HIGHER EDUCATION

Further education (including the IB, A-levels, 

BTEC and apprenticeships) provide a path to 

higher education. The subjects you choose at 

this point can impact your future career.  

 Choosing facilitator subjects can  

help keep your options open.

FURTHER EDUCATION
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We have mapped the most common function areas based on education. 

Science, engineering and medicine

Business and administration

Politics and economics

Business and administration

Politics and economics

Science, engineering and medicine

Humanities, law and arts

Science, engineering and medicine

Humanities, law and arts

Vocational training

Business and administration

Humanities, law and arts

Vocational training

Vocational training

SALES AND MARKETING

SERVICE DELIVERY

OPERATIONS  
(RUNNING THE BUSINESS)

TRANSFORMATION DELIVERY  
(PEOPLE AND PROCESSES)

R&D / PRODUCTS / POLICIES

PLANNING / PORTFOLIO

STRATEGY

Maths

Maths

Maths

Science

Science

Science

Food and  
hygiene

Food and  
hygiene

Food and  
hygiene

Accounting

Accounting

Accounting

Media

Media

Media

Technical

Technical

Technical

Economics

Economics

Economics

Languages

Languages

Languages

Maths

Maths

Maths

English, History, Geography

English, History, Geography

Economics, Politics, 
Maths

Economics, Politics, 
Maths

English, History, Arts, Languages, Geography

English, History, Arts, Languages, Geography

English, History, Arts, Languages, Geography


